The following observations on this annoying infirmity are from the pen of a physician, who, till his twentieth year, had been afflicted with 
He describes the rhythm of the movements of the heart as embracing three periods?in the first the auricles contract, in the second there is a repose and silence ; and in the last the ventricles contract. Here are his own words :? " Let us suppose for an instant the heart entirely empty:?the blood then flows in upon it from all sides and in a continued stream, by the incessant emptying of the large veins, which terminate in it. The blood flows directly into the auricles, and as the auriculo-ventricular valves are down, it falls by its own weight into the ventricles until it fills them. When the heart is once full, let us see what takes place. The auricles will not contract first; for such a movement could effect nothing, seeing that the ventricles are full at the time. The ventricles themselves therefore contract first: the blood pressed on all sides pushes back the auriculo-ventricular and the sigmoid valves ; these last give way and permit the blood to be propelled into the arteries Immediately after the contraction of the ventricles, the auricles contract in their turn, and project their contents into the ventricles, which at the time are partially empty and approximated to the ribs. After these two successive contractions follows the repose of the whole organ ; the heart falls into an entire in-action (resolution), which, it has generally been supposed, is simultaneous with the ventricular dilatation already completed. This repose lasts for a rather shorter period of time than that of the contraction. The ventricles finish by becoming filled during this interval, and the auricles continue their dilatation. Then, again, the rhythm of the move- Hence the importance of performing certain operations without making more than a mere puncture of the integuments. In his second memoir the author proceeds to shew by experiments on men and on animals, that the subcutaneous *ncision of joints is as exempt from danger as that of tendons, muscles, nerves, and small blood-vessels, and moreover, that it may afford in certain cases a valuable means of cure in the hands of the scientific snrgeon.
In two dogs he opened successively, by the subcutaneous method, the humerocubital, the radio-carpal, the femoro-tibial, and the tibio-tarsal joints; and he found that, whenever the wounds wrere kept quite excluded from the admission of the air, they rapidly healed without any inflammation. When the joints thus opened were allowed to be moved about, a synovial swel-*lng usually appeared around the wound, but when they were kept quite quiet and extended, even this trifling accident did not supervene. If however the air Was permitted entrance, inflammation and subsequent suppuration were invariably induced. 
